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The 56th anniversary of Shiv Sena became a disastrous year for the party

Dr.Vaidehi 

his is not the first time that Shiv Sainiks rebelled from the party Tand surprisingly most of them left Sena because of Uddhav 
Thackeray. Grassroot level leader Chagan Bhujbal had started 

his political career with the Shiv Sena, but left the party in 1991 and 
joined the Congress. Later, after Sharad Pawar decided to split from the 
Congress and form his own party, the Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP), Bhujbal went along with him. Bhujbal was upset with Manohar 
Joshi's increasing stature in the party and said he wanted to form Shiv 
Sena(B). Bhujbal was instantly sacked by Bal Thackeray. Sixteen 
MLAs who also left the party later wanted to retract but the Speaker 
didn't accept it. 

In 2005, Uddhav Thackeray's cousin, Raj Thackeray quit the Shiv 
Sena due to his fight with Uddhav. Another big incident came in July 
2005 after a direct fight between Narayan Rane and Uddhav 
Thackeray. Rane saw Uddhav Thackeray's emergence eclipsing his 
political life and wanted to split the party with 40 of 62 MLAs, an 
attempt finally foiled by the Shiv Sena. Later, 12 MLAs defied the 
party whip and joined the Congress along with Rane. Relations 
between Thackeray and Rane finally ruptured completely in 2005, 
when Rane submitted his resignation from the party. In response 

“I AM READY TO KEEP MY 
” RESIGNATION LETTER READY

SAYS UDDHAV THACKERAY
If my own people do not want me as Chief Minister, they 
should come and tell me. I will resign the next second.

Afternoon	Voice	Bureau
afternoon_voice

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray began his live telecast on 
Facebook stating “I am speaking to you after a long time. In this 
testing time of Covid, I did everything I could in my capacity. 

However, today I wanted to talk to you about something else.” He 
prolonged his talk saying “I am hurt today; I am surprised and shocked. If 
Congress and NCP say they don't want Uddhav as CM I can understand. 
But today morning, Kamal Nath called me, yesterday Sharad Pawar called 
me and said I am with you, I have faith in you. They want me but if my own 
people don't want me then what can I say?”

He further said “Instead of going to Surat or somewhere else, why 
can't they just come and tell me to my face that we don't want you as 
our CM. If they give a statement saying I want Uddhav 
Thackeray to resign, I will. I am ready to resign and 
also ready to go to Rajbhavan if even one person told 
me on face. I am ready to keep my resignation letter 
ready. Come before me and I will hand over my 
resignation. Take that resignation to Raj Bhavan 
and go. I can't go because I have Covid.”

When we asked RTI activist Anil Galgali 
his opinion on today’s CM speech, he 
said “change is an inevitable factor of 
every aspect of life including politics. 

Whatever happened today had to happen long ago”.
Visibly weak and fragile Uddhav Thackeray said “Some people say 

this is not Bal Thackeray's Shiv Sena. We fought alone in 2014 after Bal 
Thackeray passed away. I am a CM for the last 2.5 years and all those 
leaders elected come from the same Shiv Sena party of Bal Thackeray. It 
was not possible for me to meet anybody for the last three or four months 
and I have only recently started meeting people now. Sena and Hindutva 
are always intact. Shiv Sena can't be separated from Hindutva and 
Hindutva can't be separated from Shiv Sena.” He also maintained that 
“Shiv Sena can't be separated from Hindutva and Hindutva can't be 
separated from Shiv Sena”.

He addressed people but did not say anything about pulling down the 
government or taking any drastic step. He did not criticize anyone, but 
calmly answered all those allegations made against him.

Mr Shinde and his followers have stepped up their rebellion 
with a letter to the Governor and Deputy Speaker in the state 

assembly. The letter by 34 rebel MLAs – four of them 
Independents – declares Mr Shinde their leader.

Mr Shinde – who has consistently evoked 
the legacy of Balasaheb Thackeray and his 
version of Hindutva since yesterday – can 
split the party in the assembly but needs the 

support of at least 37 MLAs to protect 
them from the anti-defection law.
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The 56th anniversary of 
Shiv Sena became a disastrous 

year for the party
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Thackeray and Shiv Sena expelled Rane from the party on 3 July 2005, 
accusing Rane of "gangsterism" and "betrayal of the party. Chhagan 
Bhujbal, Narayan Rane, Raj Thackeray and now Eknath Shinde.

Rane was made a minister in the NCP-Congress government led by 
Vilasrao Deshmukh. Till the time Balasaheb Thackeray was alive, he 
could control the damage done by Uddhav but now there is no veteran in 
Shiv Sena to control Uddhav and his temperament. Above all, the 
leaders of the Uddhav generation all are of his age and they refuse to 
bow down to undue weight. The era under Balasaheb's leadership was 
way different than the present time under Uddhav's headship.

With the support of more than 35 MLAs, the coalition government is 
now in real trouble. Uddhav Thackeray may lose power instead of 
heeding to rebel leader Eknath Shinde's demand that the party drop the 
alliance, and jointly revive its alliance with the BJP and the Maharashtra 
government. When the current alliance was formed in 2019, the sole 
credit was given to Sharad Pawar, the old warhorse. It was assumed that 
as long as he was on board, the alliance would survive. But now a crisis 
has enveloped the government and he has said it is an internal matter of 
the Shiv Sena. He silently washed his hands off the crisis or maybe he is 
unable to resolve the mishap.

Shiv Sena dissident leader Eknath Shinde, claims the support of 40 
MLAs -- 33 Shiv Sena and seven independents, while the picture shared 
by the Shinde camp has only 35 MLAs. The political crisis in the state 
began a day after the MLC elections when some MVA MLAs cross-
voted in the favour of BJP. The Shiv Sena, which heads the MVA 
government, has 55 MLAs, followed by allies NCP (53) and the 
Congress (44) in the 288-member Maharashtra assembly where the 
current simple majority mark is 144.

The Shiv Sena had walked out of a pre-poll alliance with the BJP after 
the 2019 assembly elections to form the government with Sharad 
Pawar's NCP and the Congress following differences with the BJP on 
the chief minister's post. There was unease in a section of the Shiv Sena 
over the growing stature of Aaditya Thackeray, Uddhav's son and 
minister, in party affairs.

Shinde and his followers have stepped up their rebellion with a letter 
to the Governor and Deputy Speaker in the state assembly. The letter by 

34 rebel MLAs -- four of them Independents -- declares Shinde their 
leader. Besides appointing Shinde, the leader of the Shiv Sena 
Legislature Party, the rebel faction, in a resolution, said there is 
"enormous discontent" among the party cadre over the alliance with 
ideologically opposed Congress and Sharad Pawar's NCP. It also 
claimed "great dissatisfaction" over corruption in the government, 
corruption by ministers like Nawab Malik and former minister Anil 
Deshmukh and administrative issues.

The Sena has 55 MLAs, of whom 40 are learnt to be with Eknath 
Shinde. If they resign, the Sena's number comes down to 15. To make 
his claim that he heads the real Sena official, Mr Shinde has to approach 
the Election Commission, which will adjudicate the dispute. Eknath 
Shinde can split the party in the assembly but needs the support of at 
least 37 MLAs to protect them from the anti-defection law.
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The Shiv Sena had walked out of a pre-poll alliance with the 
BJP after the 2019 assembly elections to form the government 

with Sharad Pawar's NCP and the Congress following 
differences with the BJP on the chief minister's post. There was 
unease in a section of the Shiv Sena over the growing stature of 
Aditya Thackeray, Uddhav's son and minister, in party affairs.

Relations between 
Thackeray and Rane 
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- Jayanthi Subramaniam
Writer and Columnist

India suffer flood and draught every year
 This is in reference to the editorial "India suffer flood and 

draught every year", dated-21.6.22. Yes this is an acute 
problem of such a third world country, second highest 
populated and democratic country of the world. Flood 
situation in Mumbai and in other parts of this country is not a 
new problem for a riverfed country from north to south and 
east to west. Nowadays this problem is vigorously increasing, 
as the rivers are bounded by dams, on which a fierce picture 
we have seen in Uttarkhand, Kerala and now in Assam. The 
dams are built to check the river water, producing electricity, 
distribution of water for irrigation. This new thought has 
overflown with the power of nature, water of river cannot be 
controlled, which in its result has uprooted all construction and 
existing civilisation. In recent times China, the highest 
populated country have faced the server crisis of flood, where 
nature have shown that no hindrance will be tolerated, created 
for advantage of man and its technology.

- Rathin Kumar Chanda

Severe punishment
Asaduddin Owaisi, the President of the AIMIM party, who 

came to Ranchi to campaign for the pre-election, was greeted 
with slogans of Pakistan Zindabad. The person who chanted 
slogans has not been identified. It took place in the afternoon 
of 19th June. When Owaisi arrived at Ranchi airport, activists 
welcomed him, and slogans were chanted. Such incidents 
clearly demonstrate that religious fanatics are not afraid of the 
Police, Administration, Government, or law. It’s a shame for the 
Government to allow such acts to occur. The State 
Government should make every effort to arrest and ensure that 
severe punishment is given to such anti-nationals and their 
supporters.

- Aparna Jagtap

Insult of the national song
In Uttar Pradesh, some councilors are accused of insulting 

the national song Vande Mataram at a municipal council 
meeting in Muzaffarnagar. A video of the national song Vande 
Mataram being sung in the meeting has gone viral in which it 
is seen that four burqa-clad women corporators kept sitting 
while all the other members in the house were standing in 
honour of the national song. Union Minister for Animal 
Husbandry, Dairy, and Fisheries Sanjeev Balyan was also present 
at the meeting. Union Minister Balyan said that if a woman will 
insult the national song, how will she strengthen the society ? 
People's representatives and patriotic citizens should demand 
the Government to remove such people from the corporator 
post.

- Dr. Jyoti Kale

Controversy surrounding Agnipath Scheme is 
politically motivated & unwarranted!

The controversy surrounding Agnipath scheme which is new 
enrolment for the armed forces is politically motivated & 
unwarranted. The registration process is online & terms of 
appointment clearly laid out. People are aware in advance of 
the remunerations or other benefits they are being offered & 
the missing 'pension' is not a secret. 

Citizens in many countries have to work for certain years in 
the Army by compulsion & Indian govt is actually giving an 
opportunity to many people to devote 4 years in the Army 
which should be an matter of pride than seen as an obstacle or 
controversy. Pension is paid for long term employment & any 
govt in power can ill-afford to pay pension for lifetime for 
people offering their services for a limited period of time!

- S.N.Kabra

he three service chiefs Tcalled on the Prime 
Minister separately and 

briefed him about the 
Agnipath scheme as well as 
their plans for its 
implementation. The meeting 
is planned amid widespread 
protests in several states 
against the new military 
recruitment scheme. It is learnt 
that the chiefs would apprise 
the prime minister about 
various aspects of 
implementation of the 
scheme. 

In the meanwhile Agnipath 
protests compelled 612 
trains to be cancelled. The 
scheme is challenged in the 
Supreme Court. A PIL has 
been filed before the SC 
challenging the 
Constitutional validity of the 
scheme. The petition 
contended that the scheme 
had been imposed upon the 
country without the approval 
of the Parliament and 
without a gazette 
notification and hence 
challenged.

Rejuvenating Defence Forces
It is a matter of 

strengthening our defence 
forces in the wake of trouble 
from all corners of the Indian 
sub-continent. Moreover, the 
recent Russia-Ukraine war has 
taught a lesson to be war 
ready in case of a threat on 
our borders. It is time to war 
ready under trying times. 

Nearly 40,000 enrollees will 
be recruited in two batches 
this year – with the first 
recruitment rally expected to 
be held in mid-August. The 
plan also entails conducting 
rallies till November, with 
induction into training centres 
to be done in two batches- a 
first batch of 25,000 Agniveers 
by the first half of December, 
with the remaining 
recruitments by the first half of 
February 2023 as part of the 
second batch. 

The Army has planned 83 
rallies across the country. 
Further, the army stated, on 
discharge after completion of 
four years, Agniveers would be 
paid a “Seva Nidhi” package 

of approximately Rs 11.71 
lakh. However, they will not be 
entitled to any pension or 
gratuity.  It is time to 
strengthen our forces as a 
threat is lurking in the form of 
China moving around Ladakh 
and north east borders. It is 
prudent to build a belligerent 
force to meet any eventuality 
in the coming days. 

The impending danger if any 
is to be met with the help of 
rejuvenating strength of 
warriors and the scheme 
appears to be a good 
alternative and a second line 
of defense in a tight situation.

A CHALLENGE FOR
AGNIPATH
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Social media bio no proof of income; 
maintenance upheld: Bombay HC

t is a well-known fact that it Iis the habit of the youth of 
today to project a glossy 

picture and post the same in the 
social  media though its 
contents may not always be 
true,’’ said Justice Bharati 
Dangre of Bombay high court 
last week while granting no 
relief to a father. The judge’s 
observations were in an order 
when she declined to interfere 
with a family court order 

directing the father to pay Rs 
25,000 as maintenance to his 
daughter.

3 Bulli Bai app 
case accused 
granted bail

 sessions court on ATuesday granted bail to 
three people—Niraj 

Bishnoi, Aumkareshwar Thakur 
and Neeraj Singh—arrested in 
the Bulli Bai app case in which 
photographs of 102 Muslim 
women, including journalists 
and activists, were put up for 
auction online. 

The complainant in the case 
had told police that on January 
1, she came to know from her 
friend that on the app hosted by 
the website GitHub, her 
p h o t o g r a p h  h a d  b e e n  
uploaded for auction. While 
there was no actual sale of 
women, the app seemed 
intended to humiliate the 
targets, most of whom are 
social media users.

Ex-Mumbai police chief Param 
Bir Singh says he didn’t have 

to seek Ravi Pujari info
ormer city police chief FParam Bir Singh, a witness 
i n  t h e  c a s e  w h e re  

gangster Ravi Pujari allegedly 
made extortion calls to IAS 
officer Radheshyam Mopalwar 
in conspiracy with private 
detective Satish Mangle and his 
wife Shraddha, said that as 
sanctioning authority for 
invoking stringent MCOCA 
charges in the case, it was not 
his job to ask the investigating 
officer (IO) as to why he did not 
obtain voice samples of Pujari.

Deposing before a special trial 
court as the 31st witness, Singh 

said it was not necessary for the 
sanctioning authority to ask 
details about the whereabouts 
of Pujari, who was a fugitive at 
the time the sanction was given 
in 2018.

Maharashtra Governor Koshyari
 tests Covid-19 positive

aharashtra Governor MB h a g a t  S i n g h  
Koshyari was on 

Wednesday admitted to a 
private hospital in south 
M u m b a i  a f t e r  t e s t i n g  
Coronavirus positive, an official 
said.
Koshyari (80), who was always 
seen wearing face masks at 
public events, has been 
admitted to the Reliance 
Foundation Hospital, the official 
said.

ED allows Sachin Waze's 
plea to become approver

h e  E n f o r c e m e n t  TD i r e c t o r a t e  o n  
Wednesday a l lowed 

dismissed Mumbai Police officer 
Sachin Waze to become an 
approver  in  the  money  
laundering case involving the 
former state Home Minister 
Anil Deshmukh.

The court is scheduled to 
conduct the hearing on 
Thursday with Waze as witness.

Waze had filed a petition in 
the special PMLA court on May 
25 to become an approver, to 
which the ED filed its reply and 
allowed him to turn approver. 
The hearing is to be held in the 
court tomorrow Waze has also 
been approved by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for 
becoming a witness in another 
case of corruption involving 
Deshmukh.

Both Deshmukh and Waze 
are in judicial custody in 
separate cases by the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) and 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), respectively.

NIA arrested Waze in March 
in  connect ion wi th the 
investigation into the recovery 
of explosives from a car parked 
near Mukesh Ambani's house 
in Mumbai. Waze is the prime 
a c c u s e d  o f  p l a c i n g  a n  
explosives-laden vehicle near 
Reliance Industries Chairman 
Mukesh Ambani's house Antilia 
in Mumbai on February 25.

Deshmukh was arrested on 
November 1 in connection with 
e x t o r t i o n  a n d  m o n e y  
laundering allegations levelled 
against him by the former 
Mumbai Police Commissioner 
Param Bir Singh.

In a letter to CM Thackeray in 
March last year, Singh had 
alleged that Deshmukh was 
i n v o l v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  
wrongdoings, including asking 
Sachin Waze to collect Rs 100 
crore from bars and restaurants 
in Mumbai. 

- ANI

Image Courtesy : ANIImage Courtesy : ANIImage Courtesy : ANI

I-T unearths Rs 100 cr unaccounted 
income of group into handicraft export

ncome Tax (I-T) searches 25 Ipremises of a business group 
a l l eged l y  i n vo l ved  i n  

generation of unaccounted 
cash through bogus bills in 

Mumbai and Rajasthan last 
week. The I-T unearthed 
unaccounted income over Rs 
100 crore and seized Rs 1.3 
crore cash along with gold 
jewellery worth Rs 7.9 crore 
during the searches. The group 
recently acquired a few shell 
companies through entry 
operators, said I-T. Such shell 
companies have mostly been 
u s e d  f o r  l a y e r i n g  o f  
unaccounted money.

Eknath Shinde 
claims 40 Shiv 

Sena MLAs 
reached Assam

hiv Sena leader Eknath SShinde on Wednesday 
claimed that 40 party 

MLAs have reached Assam and 
said that they will carry 
B a l a s a h e b  T h a c k e r a y ' s  
Hindutva. Shinde along with 
other MLAs was staying at a 
hotel in Gujarat's Surat 
following the cross-voting in 
Maha ra sh t ra  Leg i s l a t i ve  
Council (MLC) polls and took 
flight earlier today to reach 
Guwahati.

Maharashtra sees 40% rise 
in Covid cases in one day

ovid-19 cases rose by C40% in Maharashtra 
(3,659) on Tuesday, as 

compared to the previous day, 
mainly due to increased testing 
on weekdays. The state 
registered only one Covid death 

from Mumbai where an 85-
year-old man with several 
chronic diseases passed away 
d u r i n g  p o s t - o p e r a t i v e  
hospitalisation. His death 
increased fatalities in the city in 
June so far to 23.

Talk less, strategize more,
says Girish Mahajan
JP MLA Girish Mahajan Bwas stating the obvious 
when he said on Monday 

night, as the BJP won five MLC 
seats in Maharashtra, that 
leaders of his party talk less and 
strategise more and hence it 
wins. 

After winning the five 
legis lat ive counci l  seats, 
opposition leader and ex-CM 
Devendra  Fadnav i s  a l so  
declared outside the BJP state 
party headquarters that it was 
late (11.30 pm) and that the 
party would have a celebration 

on Tuesday morning.There was 
no celebration on Tuesday 
morning, which BJP watchers 
say was clearly an indication 
that the party was already 
aware of what was coming.
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Cops identify 21 out of 59 accused 
so far after releasing photos

ops on Tuesday claimed to Chave identified as many as 
21 out of 59 accused 

whose photographs were 
released by police in connection 
with Atala violence and arson 
case. Police also maintained that 
six out of 21 accused, whose 
identification was made through 
photographs, have been 
arrested so far and special 
constituted police teams have 
been carrying out a series of raids 
to catch other wanted offenders.

The cops had sourced the 
photographs from the footage 
of several CCTV cameras and 
video clips of the violence at 
Atala and adjoining areas on 
June 10. 

Senior Superintendent of 
Police (Prayagraj) Ajay Kumar 
told TOI on Tuesday, “After the 
a r res t  o f  103 accused,  
including the main conspirator 
of violence and arson at Atala 
and adjoining areas under 
Kareli and Khuldabad police 

stations, we have been looking 
for 15 more accused whose 
i d e n t i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  
established so far.” He, 
however, said efforts are also 
underway to ascertain the 
identities of more accused 
involved in Atala violence and 
arson case.

SSP,  meanwhi le ,  sa id ,  
“Police have also managed to 
get the NBW issued against 
f i v e  p e r s o n s  i n c l u d i n g  
corporator Fazal Khan, AIMIM 
district president Shah Alam, 
kisan-majdoor union leaders 
Ashish Mittal and Jishan 
Rehmani and Omar Khalid 
who were named in the FIR”. 
He also said that police have 
been making sincere efforts to 
ensure their arrest and cash 
p r i z e s  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  
announced on their heads 
shortly. SSP, meanwhile, said, 
“Special police teams are 
making efforts to ascertain the 
identities of more accused 

with the help of collected 
video clips, CCTV footage and 
intelligence inputs and assured 
that the identity of those 
providing information about 
these accused will be kept 
secret”. The photographs of 
wanted accused have been 
shared on social media. After 
more identification, cops will 
also get warrants issued 
against the accused and their 
properties would be seized, 
but assure that no innocent 
person would be booked or 
arrested, said the SSP. Officials, 
however, said normalcy is 
completely restored in Atala 
and adjoining areas. Police had 
registered three separate FIRs 
at Kareli and Khuldabad police 
stations against 70 named and 
5,000 unidentified accused 
regarding Atala arson and 
violence on June 10. Cops are 
s t i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  s t r i c t  
surveillance in Atala and 
adjoining areas

Doctors warn of strike if salary 
dues not cleared immediately

esident doctors from 18 Rgovernment medical 
colleges shot off a letter 

to health minister T Harish Rao 
on  Tue sday  demand ing  
payment of pending stipend 
and salaries. Stipend amounts 
have been pending for three to 
seven months and doctors have 
threatened to boycott both 
emergency and elective services 
if the issue is not resolved 
immediately. 

Senior resident salaries at 
Osmania Medical College, 
Niloufer hospital, MNJ Cancer 
Research Institute, Chest 
Hospital and ENT Hospital are 

pending since three months. At 
the Sarojini Devi Eye Hospital 
and Government Medical 
College, Mahbubnagar, the 
salaries are pending for seven 
months. While at other colleges 
the pendency in payment is 
from 3-5 months. 

“Senior residents are giving 
services in our respective 
hospitals/medical colleges 
where we are not provided with 
accommodation, travel service 
or basic facilities. Many of our 
senior residents are married and 
need to look after their families. 
Some college senior residents 
have not been given salaries 
since they joined in November, 
while other have dues since 
three months. If this genuine 
demand of our is not met we 
are ready to boycott both 
emergency and elective services 
in all medical colleges,” the 
Telangana Senior Resident 
Doctors Association (TSRDA) 
said in their letter to the health 
minister.

Delhi HC directs Police to help in terminating
rape victim's pregnancy if she desire

he Delhi High Court on TWednesday directed the 
Delhi Police to provide all 

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  
petitioner/mother and her 
minor daughter (victim) to get 
m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  
pregnancy, if the victim so 
desires and to ensure that the 

foetus sample is preserved for 
the DNA profiling of accused. 
The bench of Justice Jasmeet 
Singh on June 20, directed the 
Station House Officer (SHO) of 
Sultanpuri Police station to 
provide all assistance to the 
petitioner and her minor 
daughter to get medical 
treatment for termination of 
pregnancy if the victim so 
desires. The SHO shall further 
ensure that the foetus sample is 
preserved for DNA profiling of 
the accused, said the court.

Court noted the submissions 
of Advocate M.K. Verma, 
counsel for the petitioner/ 
mother that the minor child is 
wanting to terminate the 
pregnancy but the police were 

not cooperating in assisting the 
minor girl to terminate her 
pregnancy in a government 
hospital where the petitioner 
and her minor daughter want 
to preserve the sample of the 
foetus for matching it with DNA 
profiling with the blood sample 
of the accused. The court 
direction came during the 
hearing of a petition seeking 
direction to SHO Police Station 
Sultanpuri to arrest the accused 
person in the FIR dated May 17. 
In the FIR, one person Yash has 
been accused of committing 
rape on the minor daughter of 
the petitioner, as a result of 
which the minor became 
pregnant. 

- ANI

Man involved in 12 criminal cases held 
after brief encounter, arms recovered

he Delhi  Pol ice on TWednesday apprehended 
a man from a house in the 

Maujpur area of the national 
capital for being involved in 
several crimes and recovered 
one semiautomatic pistol and 
two live cartridges from his 
possession. 

The apprehended man, 
identified as Almas Khan alias 
Allu alias Salman (30), has been 
booked under sections 186 
(Obstructing public servant in 
discharge of public functions), 
353(Assault or criminal force to 
deter public servant from 
discharge of his duty), 307 
(Attempt to murder), 332 
(Voluntarily causing hurt to 
deter public servant from his 
duty), and 34 (Acts done by 
several persons in furtherance 
of common intention) of the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) and 
sections 25 and 27 of the Arms 
Act at PS Jafrabad. 

He has also been found 
involved in 12 other criminal 
cases including two cases of 
murder, four cases of attempt 
to murder, obstructing public 
servants in discharge of public 
functions, Robbery, snatching 
etc. 

The man was identified when 
the police were scanning CCTV 
cameras to trail the route of a 
suspect accused of jacking a 
bike in the area of PS Shastri 
Park, for which the FIR was 
registered on Monday under 
sections 392 (Punishment for 
robbery) and 34 (Acts done by 
several persons in furtherance 
of common intention) of the 
IPC. 

According to the police, an 
incident of bike jacking was 
reported in East District whose 
FIR was registered on Tuesday at 
the PS Preet Vihar, where it was 
found that the bike jacked from 
Shastri Park was used in the 
Preet Vihar incident. Modus 
Operandi in both the incident 
was looking similar. While 
working on it, the police came 
to know that the bike jacked 
f rom Ea s t  D i s t r i c t  was  
prosecuted/seized by the traffic 
police near Durgapuri Chowk.

Bidhannagar Municipal Corporation to start dengue drive
h e  B i d h a n n a g a r  TMunicipal Corporation 
(BMC) plans to start its 

dengue control drive across 41 
wards from July 1, with door-to-
door surveys that will be GPS 
tagged to help civic authorities 
keep track of people who are 
suffering from fever. 

B M C  M M i C  ( h e a l t h )  
Banibrata  Banerjee said till now 
there was no report of any 
significant occurrence of  

dengue cases in BMC area. 
“The dengue season starts after 
the onset of monsoon. We have 
already started conducting 
mosqui to contro l  dr ives  
throughout the year and it will 
be intensified from July 1,” 
Banerjee said.

BMC will also take a larvae 
detection and cleaning up drive 
in different institute premises 
and spray larvicide. BMC have 
also started collecting mosquito 

larvae samples to know the 
species and find what larvicide 
would be best effective.
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Pakistan became world's most 
dangerous human rights abuser

akistan became one of Pthe most dangerous 
human rights abusers in 

the world during the rule of 
Imran Khan, a media report 
said. After General Pervez 
Musharraf, Imran Khan was 
one of the notorious human 
rights abusers, who tried to 
suppress the media house, 
human rights groups, and social 
media activists with the help of 
Pakistan, Just Earth News 
reported. 

According to the publication, 
the killing of dissidents, the 
browbeating of journalists, and 
an assault on the freedom of 
speech became normal during 
his regime. The Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan in its 
'Status of Human Rights Report 
2021,' released early this year, 
had stated that the rights to 
freedom of expression suffered 
the most in that year. 

"A summary of these curbs 
reads more like a dictatorial 

regime bent on usurping its 
people's right to speak and act 
as they please," the report 
reads. The report categorically 
labeled the previous Pakistan 
Te h r e e k - e - I n s a f  ( P T I )  
government as "one of the 
most repressive in terms of its 
intimidation of journalists". 
Highlighting at least nine cases 
of intimidation of journalists, 
the report cautioned, "If a 
government cannot protect 
freedom of expression - rather 
tries to curb it - it has a direct 
bearing on all other rights." 
According to the report, the 

Imran Khan government, in 
collaboration with the army had 
carried out a brutal crackdown 
on journalists, whenever 
someone writes against them. 
According to the publication, 
the true face of Imran Khan and 
his collaborators in khaki 
remains lost in the din and 
bustle of petty politicking and 
mudslinging which made 
Pakistan a laughing stock of the 
world.

The Human Rights Watch 
report 2021 stated that there 
was "a climate of fear" created 
by both government security 
forces and militant groups. 
According to the publication, 
journalists opted to stop writing 
a g a i n s t  I m r a n  K h a n ' s  
government and the military. 
Journalists who dared to step 
out of line were abducted, 
beaten, locked up in secret 
prisons or prevented from 
working. 

- ANI

India, Australia share common 
visions: Rajnath Singh

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Wednesday 
said that Australia is a 

proven and trusted partner of 
India and both the nations share 
democratic values and common 
visions for a free and open Indo-
Pacific. While addressing the first 
bilateral Defence Ministers' 
meeting with Australia's 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister 
Richard Marles, Singh 
said, "India and 
A u s t r a l i a  s h a r e  
democratic values, 
having common visions 
for a free and open Indo-
Pacific." He further said that 
relations between India and 
Australia were elevated to a 
comprehens i ve  s t ra teg ic  
partnership in June 2020 during 
the Prime Minister-level virtual 
summit meeting.

Defence Minister said that the 
close defence and security 
cooperation is an important 
factor of stability in Indo Pacific 
region. "Australia is a key 

partner in India's Indo-pacific 
Ocean initiative," Rajnath Singh 
added. Earlier today, Marles 
received a Guard of Honour in 
the presence of Rajnath Singh 
and laid a wreath at National 
War Memorial in New Delhi. 
Marles, who is on a four-day visit 
to India, met External Affairs 

Minister S Jaishankar on 
Tuesday and discussed the 

complete range of 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
strategic partnerships, 
including a shared 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  

building a stronger and 
res i l ient IndoPacif ic .  

"Wonderful to meet India's 
External Affairs Minister 
@DrSJaishankar- a great friend 
of Australia. A productive 
discussion across the gamut of 
our Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership, including shared 
commitment to build together a 
s t r o n g e r  &  r e s i l i e n t  
#IndoPacific," the Australian 
Defence Minister tweeted.

- ANI

Afghanistan earthquake death toll surpasses 1,000
ore  than  1 ,000  Mpeople were killed in 
Afghanistan after a 

powerful earthquake hit the 
country on Wednesday, media 
reports said.

A severe earthquake struck in 
the early hours of this morning 
near the city of Khost in the 
southeastern part of the 
country. The most affected 
areas are in Spera District in 
Khost Province, and Barmala, 
Ziruk, Naka and Gayan districts 
in Paktika Province.

"We have over 1,000 dead 
and over 1,500 wounded. 
Many villages were destroyed,"

Amin Huzaifa, the head of 
the culture and information 
department of the Paktika 

province, told Sputnik.
The head of the Paktika 

department of information and 
culture, Mawlawi Huzifa, told

TOLOnews that the earthquake 
occurred around 1:30 AM last 
night. He said that many of the 
victims are from the Giyan 
district of the province.

According to local officials, 
helicopter and rescue teams have 
arrived in the area. Taliban 
spokesperson Zabiullah Mujahid 
said that an emergency cabinet 
meeting was held today to 
discuss assistance for the people 
affected by the earthquake.

"In addition to helping the 
people  affected by  the 
earthquake,  a l l  re levant 
organizations were tasked to 

send rescue teams," he said.
Abdullah Abdullah, the former 

chairman of the High Council for 
National Reconciliation offered 
condolences to the people 
affected by the earthquake.

The United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) said the epicentre 
was 44km from Khost city, and it 
measured 6.1 on the Richter scale. 
Search and rescue operations are 
ongoing and are being led by the 
de facto authorities.

The disaster comes as 
Afghanistan continues to 
struggle with a severe economic

crisis since the Taliban took 
over, as US-led international 
forces withdrew following two 
decades of war.

- ANI

PLA Navy launches its 
third aircraft carrier

hina's navy, called the CPeople's Liberation Army 
Navy (PLAN), celebrated 

the launch of its third aircraft 
carrier in a ceremony in 
Shanghai on 17 June. She is 
China's third carrier, but its 
second built entirely in China. 
This vessel - with a flight deck 
that is approximately 320m 
long and almost 80m wide 
according to satellite imagery 
estimates - is referred to as a 
Type 003 carrier. 

A short ceremony took place 
to mark the occasion, but 
festivities appeared to be at a 
minimum, probably because of 
strict COVID protocols. The Type 

003 follows on from the Type 
001 Liaoning - which was 
acquired secondhand and 
incomplete from Ukraine 
before being refurbished and 
c o m m i s s i o n e d  o n  2 5  
September  2012  -  and  
Shandong,  China's  f i r s t  
indigenously built Type 002 
carrier that entered PLAN 
service on 17 December 2019. 

However, the ceremony at 
the Jiangnan Shipyard threw up 
the name of the new aircraft 
carrier, which had been the 
sou rce  o f  con s i de r ab l e  
speculation; she will be called 
Fujian, the name of a coastal 
province of China that faces 
Taiwan. This  is  perhaps 
symbolic, for Chairman Xi 
J inping and his Chinese 
Communist Party cohorts want 
nothing more than to threaten 
and eventually conquer Taiwan, 
enfolding it into Mainland 
China's proud bosom. Chinese 
media, quoting officials, said 
Fujian displaces "more than 
80,000 tonnes", with some 
observers suggesting her full-
load displacement could 
approach 90,000 tonnes or 
more. 

- ANI

Image Courtesy : ANIImage Courtesy : ANIImage Courtesy : ANI

Sri Lanka's economy 'has collapsed,' says PM 
ri Lanka's prime minister Ssays  i t s  debt - l aden 
economy has “collapsed” 

after months of shortages of 
food, fuel and electricity, and the 
South Asian island nation cannot 
even purchase imported oil.

“We are now facing a far more 
serious situation beyond the mere 
shortages of fuel, gas, electricity 
and food. Our economy has 
completely collapsed. That is the 
most serious issue before us 
today,” Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe told Parliament.

Wickremesinghe is also the 
finance minister tasked with 
stabilizing the economy, which 
is foundering under the weight 
of heavy debts, lost tourism 
revenue and other impacts from 
the pandemic and surging costs 
for commodities.

“Currently, the Ceylon 
Petroleum Corporation is $700 
million in debt," he told 
lawmakers. “As a result, no 
country or organization in the 
world is willing to provide fuel 
to us. They are even reluctant to 

provide fuel for cash,” he said.
Wickremesinghe said the 

government had failed to act in 
time to turn the situation 
around, as Sri Lanka's foreign 
reserves dwindled. “If steps had 
at least been taken to slow down 
the collapse of the economy at 
the beginning, we would not be 
facing this difficult situation 
today. But we lost out on this 
opportunity. We are now seeing 
signs of a possible fall to rock 
bottom,” he said.

- ANI
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ity based domestic airline CGo First on Tuesday 
announced its plans to 

resume scheduled direct flights 
between Srinagar and Sharjah 
by the end of this month.

The airline said it has recently 
received the bilateral rights to 
operate five flights per week on 
the Srinagar-Sharjah-Srinagar 
route and is awaiting the final 
approval.

The airline had commenced 

15,413.30 (-1.44%)
51822.53
(-1.35%)

78.7075  
95.6619 
82.0890  

BPCL 305.90  1.56
Hero Motocorp 2,524.45  1.01
TCS 3,222.95  0.34
Power Grid Corp 210.65  0.14
Maruti Suzuki 7,782.75  0.03

Hindalco 316.45 -6.72
UPL 613.65 -6.20
Tata Steel 838.10 -5.28
JSW Steel 550.40 -4.48
Wipro 411.25 -3.27

India needs $223 bn to meet 2030 
renewable capacity goals: Report

ndia will need $223 billion of Iinvestment to meet its goal 
of wind and solar capacity 

installations by 2030, according 
to a new report by research 
company  B loombergNEF  
(BNEF).

The government has set a 
target of increasing non-fossil 
power capacity to 500 GW by 
2030. It wants non-fossil fuel 
power sources to provide half of 
its electricity supply by 2030.

"To achieve this target, India 
needs to massively scale up 
funding for renewables," the 
report said, adding that $223 
billion is required over the next 

eight years just to meet the 
solar and wind capacity targets.

Explained | How quickly can 
India move away from coal? 

At COP26 in November 2021, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

announced that India plans to 
reduce emission intensity by 
more than 45% by 2030 to 
below 2005 levels. He also 
announced a net-zero by 2070 
target.

The report 'Financing India's 
2030 Renewables Ambition', 
published in association with 
the Power Foundation of India, 
f o u n d  t h a t  c o r p o r a t e  
commitments from Indian 
companies could help India 
achieve 86 per cent of its 2030 
goals of building 500GW of 
cumulative non-fossil power 
g e n e r a t i o n  c a p a c i t y,  a  
statement issued by BNEF said.

No purchase of coal from Russia 
after April 20 announcement: Tata Steel

ata Steel has not made any Tpurchase of PCI coal from 
Russia post its April 

announcement of severing 
business ties with Russia amid the 
ongoing conflict with Ukraine, a 
company spokesperson said on 
Wednesday.

On April 20, Tata Steel had 

said it would stop doing 
business with Russia. To ensure 
business continuity, all its steel 
manufacturing sites in India, 
the UK and the Netherlands 
have sourced alternative 
supplies of raw materials to end 
its dependence on Russia.

"Tata Steel would like to issue 
a clarification in view of the 
incorrect information floating 
around in some sections of the 
media with respect to the 
buying/ importing of coal from 
Russia," the spokesperson said.

A deal for supply of 75,000 
tonne of PCI coal was finalised in 

March 2022 and the contract 
became effective weeks before 
Tata Steel's April announcement.

The shipment was received in 
May 2022 to honour the 
business commitment made 
before the announcement.

"Post the announcement, 
Tata Steel has not made any 
fresh purchase of PCI coal from 
Russia. As a responsible 
corporate, we have and will 
continue to remain committed 
to our stated stance and 
resulting obligations," the 
spokesperson said.

- Reuters

Cash-strapped Pak secures deal with
IMF to restore stalled $6 bn aid

ash-strapped Pakistan has Csecured a deal with the 
International Monetary 

Fund to restore the stalled USD 6 
billion assistance package and 
unlock doors for financing from 
other international sources, 
according to a media report on 
Wednesday.

The make or break deal was 
reached on Tuesday night 
following the IMF staff mission 
and the Pakistani team, led by 
Finance Minister Miftah Ismail, 
agreeing on an understanding 
on the 2022-23 budget after 
the authorities committed to 
generate Rs 43,600 crore more 
taxes and increase petroleum 
levy gradually up to Rs 50 per 
litre, the Dawn newspaper 
reported.

The extended fund facility 
package of USD 6 billion was 
agreed in July 2019 for a period 
of 39 months. So far only half of 
the promised money has been 
reimbursed. The revival of the 
facility will immediately provide 
access to USD 1 billion, which 
Pakistan badly needs to buttress 
its dwindling foreign exchange 
reserves.

The IMF mission will finalise 
monetary targets with the State 
Bank over the next couple of 
days and, in the meantime, 
s h a r e  t h e  d r a f t  o f  a  
Memorandum of Economic and 
Financial Policy (MEFP).

The MEFP would also contain 
certain prior actions that would 
be necessary for implementation 
before the IMF board takes up 
Pakistan's case for approval and 
the subsequent disbursement of 
about USD 1 billion next month.

We have now locked the 
budget in consultation with the 
IMF, Finance Minister Ismail told 
journalists, adding that all 
budget-related issues have 
been settled with the Fund.

- PTI

Go First to resume Srinagar-Sharjah 
services by the end of this month

the Srinagar-Sharjah flight last 
October, connecting Jammu 
and Kashmir with the UAE after 
11 years.

Go First said it will also 
introduce five additional direct 
flights to and from Srinagar to 
Delhi and two additional flights 
between Leh and Delhi to cater 
to the additional demand from 
the impending Amarnath Yatra 
on June 30.

"Go First is set to resume 

services between Srinagar and 
Sharjah, which will improve 
international connectivity. The 
Amarnath Yatra is commencing 
soon and we will make every 
effort to ensure a hassle-free 
travel experience for the 
pilgrims. We further reaffirm 
our commitment to the region 
and will build on our promise of 
our consumers' expectations," 
said Kaushik Khona, Chief 
Executive Officer at Go First.

Oversupply of India bonds to drive
yields to 8%: Standard Chartered

 supply glut is set to hit AIndia’s government 
bond market, and drive 

benchmark yields toward 8 per 
cent by year-end, according to 
Standard Chartered Plc.

The lender estimates that 
excess supply of sovereign and 
state debt may total as much as 
Rs 6.3 trillion ($81 billion) this 
fiscal year. That’s likely to further 
upset a market that’s struggling 
to cope with rising interest rates 
and dwindling surplus liquidity, 
said Parul Mittal Sinha, head of 
India financial markets at the 
bank. “It may keep becoming 
incrementally more difficult for 
supply to be absorbed by the 
market,” said Sinha, who has spent 
more than a decade trading 
currencies and rates in London, 
Singapore and Mumbai. “Supply 
worries will increase from July and 
with interest rates normalizing to a 
higher trajectory and liquidity 

surplus decreasing –- all these three 
factors can come together.”

Rupee bonds have maintained 
a semblance of stability amid the 
selloff in global debt, with recent 
auctions drawing decent 
demand as the central bank 
vowed to ensure the orderly 
completion of the government’s 
borrowing program. Still, there 
are signs that the calm may be 
shattered after benchmark 10-
yields soared to the highest since 
2019 last week.

Indian authorities are looking to 
sell a record Rs 14.3 trillion of 
bonds this fiscal year as they boost 
spending to spur growth while tax 
cuts erode public revenue. To 
make matters worse, the central 
bank is expected to hike rates 
further after 90 basis points of 
increases in the last two meetings 
while also mopping up excess 
liquidity to tame prices that are 
running above its target band.
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ICC T20 rankings: 
Karthik jumps 108 places, 

Ishan Kishan in top 10
n the back of his Orecent exploits, 
veteran Dinesh Karthik 

jumped a massive 108 spots to 
87th on the latest ICC T20 
rankings for batters, even as 
young opener Ishan Kishan 
broke into the top 10.

Kishan finished the series 
with two half-centuries against 
South Africa and was the 
leading run-scorer with 206 
runs at an average of 41. That 
form catapulted the left-hander 
up one spot to sixth on the 
latest T20 rankings for batters.

Karthik has been in excellent 
form since the IPL-15 and had 
a few blazing knocks in the 
T20 series against South 
Africa. Pakistan skipper Babar 
Azam still holds the top spot 
on the T20 batting rankings 
and Kishan is the only Indian 
player rated inside the top 10.

Yuzvendra Chahal was the 
biggest mover on the T20 
rankings for bowlers with the 
India spinner jumping three 
places to 23rd following his six 
wickets during the South 
Africa series.

Josh Hazlewood maintains 
his position as the top-ranked 
T20 bowler, with Afghanistan 
spinner Rashid Khan (joint 
third) and Sri Lanka tweaker 
Wanindu Hasaranga (sixth) 
both moving up a place inside 

the top 10.
Ravindra Jadeja maintains 

his top position in the Test all-
rounders' list with 385 rating 
points. He is currently in the 
UK for India's upcoming Test 
against England, a spillover of 
last year's five-match series, 
which could not be completed 
owing to a COVID-19 
outbreak.

Bangladesh captain Shakib al 
Hasan moved up to the second 
position with 346 rating points, 
though he has a long way to go 
if he wants to overtake Jadeja 
at the top of the list.

Former India captain Virat 
Kohli (742) maintained his 
10th position in the Test 
batting chart, while seasoned 
off-spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin (850) and pace 
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah 
(830) occupied the second and 
third positions in bowling 
respectively. West Indies quick 
Kemar Roach also made his 
move on the updated list for 
bowlers, with the veteran 
right-armer jumping four spots 
to eighth following an 
impressive display against 
Bangladesh.

Australian quick Pat 
Cummins leads the Test 
bowlers' list with 901 rating 
points. 

- PTI

Lancashire Cricket sign Indian 
all-rounder Washington Sundar
Lancashire Cricket on 

Wednesday confirmed 
the signing of Indian all-

rounder, Washington Sundar. 
Following the approval of his 
UK visa, Washington, will 
arrive in the country and link 
up with his new teammates at 
Emirates Old Trafford in July. 
Washington, who is currently 
following a period of 
rehabilitation with the BCCI 
after a recent injury, will be 
available for the whole Royal 
London One-Day Cup 
competition, and fitness 

depending, on a 

number of 
County Championship games 
in July. 

The 22-year-old all-rounder, 
who bowls off-spin, has 
already represented India in all 
three international formats 
and has also made over 50 
appearances in the Indian 
Premier League (IPL). "I am 
extremely excited to play 
county cricket for the first time 
with Lancashire Cricket. To 

play in English conditions will 
be a great experience for me 
and I can't wait to play at 
Emirates Old Trafford," said 
Washington Sundar in a 
statement.

"Washington is a multi-
format all-rounder whose skills 
with both bat and ball will be 
a great addition for us in the 
Royal London Cup and County 
Champions hip 
this 
summer. 
His 

international and IPL 
experiences will be invaluable 
in the development of our 
younger cricketers, many of 
whom he will be playing with 
during his stay," said 
Lancashire's Director of Cricket 
Performance, Mark Chilton. 
"The addition of Washington 
is one that will excite our 
members and supporters, 
along with helping our 
continued push to bring 
silverware back to Emirates 
Old Trafford. We would like to 
thank the BCCI and 
particularly the men's head 
coach Rahul Dravid, for their 
co-operation and support in 

helping make this happen," 
he added. Lancashire 

Cricket has continued 
its multi-layered 
strategic relationship 
by hosting a pre-

season training camp in 
Mumbai in February 2020, 
whilst more recently the 

Club signed India batter 
Shreyas Iyer in 2021 but was 
unfortunately ruled out due to 
injury. 

- ANI

All-rounder Rumeli Dhar announces 
retirement from international cricket

ndia seam-bowling allrounder IRumeli Dhar on Wednesday 
announced her retirement from 

international cricket, at the age of 
38. Dhar played her last 
international match in the tri-
nation women's T20I series 
between India, Australia and 
England, at Brabourne in 2018. 
"23 years of my cricket career that 
started from Shyamnagar in West 
Bengal, has finally come to an end 

as I announce my retirement from 
all forms of cricket.

The journey has been a 
prolonged one with highs and 
lows. The high was representing 
the Indian Women's cricket 
team, playing the World Cup 
final in 2005 as well as leading 
the Women in Blue. A string of 
injuries plagued my career but I 
always come back stronger to 
make it count," wrote Dhar on 

her Instagram. "Today as I bid 
adieu to the sport I have always 
loved, I thank my family, the 
BCCI, my friends, the teams I 
represented (Bengal, Railways, 
Air India, Delhi, Rajasthan and 
Assam) for believing in my 
abilities and giving me the 
opportunity to play for their 
teams. They helped pave my 
way towaards the India team," 
she added.

Men's Test Player Rankings: Huge gains for Roach, Shakib
est Indies fast Wbowler Kemar 
Roach and 

Bangladesh captain Shakib al 
Hasan have made substantial 
progress in the ICC Men's Test 
Player Rankings after some 
fine performances in the first 
match of their ICC World Test 
Championship series in 
Antigua. Player of the Match 
Roach grabbed seven wickets 
in the Test, including a five-
wicket haul in the second 
innings, moving into the top 

10 for the first time in more 
than two years. He has 
progressed from 12th to the 
eighth position, just one off his 
career-best seventh rank 
attained in December 2014. 
Left-handed all-rounder Shakib 
has moved up 14 slots to 32nd 
position among batters after 
knocks of 51 and 63 in the 
first of two Tests, which 
Bangladesh lost by seven 
wickets. A formerly top-ranked 
all-rounder, he has also moved 
up two slots to second 

position in that list but is 39 
rating points adrift of India all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja.

Shakib's counterpart Kraigg 

Brathwaite has inched up one 
place to 28th after scoring 94 
in the first innings while 
Jermaine Blackwood (up to six 
places to 33rd) and John 
Campbell (up 11 places to 
81st) are the other West Indies 
players to move in the batters' 
list. Kyle Mayers (up to five 
places to 40th) and Alzarri 
Joseph (up to nine places to 
48th) have advanced in the 
bowlers' list. In the ICC Men's 
ODI Player Rankings, Australia 
opener David Warner has 

gained one slot to reach ninth 
after scoring 99 in the fourth 
match of the series in Sri 
Lanka. Charith Asalanka, 
Player of the Match in the 
fourth ODI for his score of 110 
that helped his team take a 
winning 3-1 lead in the five-
match series, has moved up 19 
places to 32nd position. Jason 
Roy, Dhananjaya de Silva and 
Mitchell Marsh are among the 
others to advance in 
Wednesday's update.

- ANI
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No decision on CM's resignation till all 
MLAs return to Mumbai: Sanjay Raut

s the political crisis in AMaharashtra spirals out 
of control, Shiv Sena 

leader Sanjay Raut said no 
decision will be made on the 
way ahead for the party and 
Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance till 
all rebel MLAs are back in 
Mumbai.

“ I 'm going to  Varsha 
Bungalow. I'll meet the CM, 
but whatever has to be done 
will be decided by Maha Vikas 
A g h a d i  t o g e t h e r, "  h e  
s a i d . C i t i n g  M L A  N i t i n  

Deshmukh's allegations of 
being thrashed and wrongfully 
treated in Surat by the Eknath 
Shinde camp, Raut added that, 
"Attempts are being made to 
kidnap MLAs and take them 
outside. You would've heard 
MLA Nitin Deshmukh, how he 
was thrashed, wrongfully 
hospitalised, treated and 
injected. He says it was an 
attempt to murder him.”

When such a situation forms 
in any state, Vidhan Sabha is 
dissolved, Raut said.

Opposition hits out at Assam govt 
for ‘ignoring floods’, as rebel 
Sena MLAs land in Guwahati
he Opposition in Assam Thit  out at  the BJP 
government for indulging 

in “petty politics” at a time 
when the state has been hit by 
devastating floods.

Sushmita Dev, the TMC MP 
from Silchar — which has been 
submerged in water for the last 
72 hours — said that the BJP 
government had its priorities 
wrong. “There is a crisis in 
Silchar right now — there is no 
drinking water, there is no 
electricity, no boats for rescue 

…people are living on their 
roofs,” she said. “In the middle 
of all this, the chief minister of 
Assam is busy poaching MLAs, 
and putting them up in five-star 
hotels. This is really bad.”

Democracy diminishing in 
the name of Hindutva: Ashok Gehlot

ajasthan Chief Minister RAshok Gehlot said that 
democracy is diminishing 

in India in the name of 
Hindutva. He accused the BJP of 

indulging in horse-trading and 
b r i n g i n g  d o w n  t h e  
governments while law and 
order situation remains fragile 
and economy weakens.

"They've made a joke of 
everything. They were hatching 
a  consp i racy  and  were  
targetting Maharashtra from 
the very beginning but now it 
has come to light. PM Modi and 
Amit Shah should not be 
arrogant and must run the 
c o u n t r y  a s  p e r  t h e  
constitution," Gehlot added.

Development works were not getting done, improper
 distribution of development funds, says rebel MLA

andipan Bhumre, Minister Sof State and Shiv Sena 
MLA from Paithan, said 

the rebel MLAs are with Eknath 
Shinde and plan to set up a 
seperate group of Shiv Sena.

"I do not know what talks 
happened between Uddhav 
saheb and Eknath saheb but all 
of us MLAs, including six Sena 
ministers, are with Shinde 
saheb. We felt that in the 
p re sen t  s i tua t ion  many  
development works were not 
getting done. MLAs also had a 

grouse that distribution of 
development funds was not 

being done in a proper way," 
Bhumre said.

Mumbai Metro train 
driver kills self at home

 27-year-old Mumbai AMetro train dr iver 
allegedly committed 

suicide by hanging himself at 
his residence here, apparently 
due to financial problems, a 
police official said on Tuesday. 
Parvesh Kale hanged himself 
from a ceiling fan at his 
res idence at Asalpha in 
suburban Sakinaka on late 
Friday night, he said. 

When Kale's family members 
found him hanging, they 
immediately informed the local 

police and took him to a nearby 
hospital where he was declared 
dead on arrival, said the official 
from the Sakinaka police 
station.

Aurangabad senior inspector stabbed, 
injured by colleague in police station premises

 senior police inspector Awas  s t abbed  and  
injured by a colleague in 

the police station premises at 
around 9pm on Tuesday in 
Maharashtra's Aurangabad 
c i t y.  S e n i o r  I n s p e c t o r  
Vyankatesh Kendre of Jinsi 
police station was attending a 

function in the premises when 
police naik Mujahed Shaikh, 
who had earlier applied for 
voluntary retirement, arrived 
and stabbed him two times, an 
official said. "Kendre is 
undergoing treatment at a 
private hospital. Mujahed has 
been arrested," he said.

Loan app scam 
in Mumbai: 

Vulgar SMSes sent

 26-year-old woman Afrom Goregaon who 
granted access to her 

mobile contact list while trying 
to avail loan in May but did not 
complete the application 
process after suspecting 
something amiss was harassed 
by Life Loan app fraudsters, 
who sent messages to her 
friends and relatives describing 
her as a prostitute.



Columnist and Writer

- C. S. Krishnamurthy
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Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu recently said that media 
should “… maintain 
objectivity” in bringing facts 
to the people.  

Though many media 
institutions claim “objectivity” 
in their missions, the public at 
large has become increasingly 
sceptical about fact and 
reality.  I read somewhere: 
“Objectivity is dead, and we 
are okay with it!” True, facts 
often go unverified and 
rumours spread rapidly.  

Questions galore
What's objectivity, anyway?  

Is objectivity a passive or 
active process?  Is it 
embedded in the journalistic 
code?  Can it coexist with 
political or ethical obligation? 
Is objectivity changing in 
24/7 news and online 
journalism?  Is it a global 
journalistic norm?  Does the 
detached voice hold the 
same value today as it did a 
century ago?

What are the main 
objections to the news 
objectivity?  Why is there so 
much dispute about “facts”?   
How to identify bad evidence 
and poor arguments?  Is 
objectivity ever feasible, worth 
trying in the first place?  
When a gush of information 
and misinformation make it 
tougher than ever to know 
what is real, is objectivity 
more vital than ever to verify 
what is true?  

Is objectivity, then, a matter 
of opinion?       

Revisit the debate
If impartiality is absence of 

bias, objectivity is identifying 
the facts and evidence.  
Remember, both are under 
pressure in the digital age.  
When shells are tossed at the 
media, levelling accusation of 
unfairness, it's time to revert 
to the question of news 
objectivity.  Few ideas are as 
wrangling in the media 
profession as the ideal of 
objective reporting.  

Objectivity, viewed as a 
measure of good 
journalism, meant to 
include 
“detachment”, 
“impartial”, 
“unbiased”, 
“balanced”, 
“inverted 
pyramid”, and 
so on. 

But, there's 
much confusion 
over the terms.  
'Impartiality' and 
'Objectivity' are often used 
symmetrically, although they 
could mean different. The 
difference between what you 
thought and what you 
saw…affects objectivity.  
Channels sometimes 
wantonly and repeatedly 
convey the emotion of 
tragedy on behalf of viewers 
and listeners.  

As the digital progress 
flourish, fewer people read 
newspapers.  The online 
media changes the role of 
journalists, who are no longer 

the only sentinels of the realm 
of journalism.  Since anyone 
who can access the internet 
could share content, through 
blogs and websites to the 
whole world, media has 
relatively less control over 
other sources.  The new-
model puts high value on 
immediacy and volume.

Propaganda tool
Though it's not fair to paint 

all with the same brush, 
journalism used as a 
marketing medium of 
powerful interests that 
exploits the channels of 
information, is not 

uncommon.  Obviously, 
“objectivity” gets debated 
when it falls into the hands of 
unethical media owners and 
noise-makers.  

It falters when it fails to 
question the wrongful 
policies.  It retrogrades when 
the business interests defeat 
its democratic functions, 
employing every cheap trick – 
sensationalism, fear-
mongering… and abandon 
their public obligations; a 
greater sign of propaganda 
seeps into journalism.  

Knotty dream 
Though objectivity has often 

been dubbed as a myth, it's a 
high principle of longing to be 
truthful and authentic.  

TV channels, using clippings 
in their stories, might claim 
that pictures don't lie.  Yet, 
the images are subjective as 
words.  The lensman decides 
where to focus the camera, 
medium or long shot and 
what angle.  A good close-
range shot can make 20 
people look like a mob; a long 
shot can make thousands 
look like a local dispute.   

The page position or 
sequence within a broadcast, 

length of print stories or 
duration of broadcast 
reports, the choice of 
reports - all come into 
play.  Whether 
wantonly done or 
ignorantly 
executed, it 
impacts 
objectivity.  

Then, the 
delayed reporting 

and non-reporting.  
A noisy channel, for 

instance, did not report 
the US elections, not even 

a filler space was given.  
Prejudices, cultural norms, 
peer opinions, superstitions – 
play their role in people 
forming their own realities.  

Several people, let's say, 
witness an accident.  Yet, 
what they “see” differs 
according to how they filter 
the information. As long as 
editors/publishers take 
positions on news, even if 
you're a professional reporter, 
you're yet a messenger, not a 
watch-dog.

Subjective claim
Even after eliminating the 

wilful biased segments - paid-
media and political channels- 
objectivity, as a key concept 
for media practitioners is 
formidable in human 
interaction.  There would be 
intended/unintended bias.  

The world itself is a 
subjective design unique to 
each person. News is not 
susceptible to arithmetic 
accuracy.  Some definitely try 
harder than others to be 
objective.  Some are open in 
their biases, and it shows in 
their work.  Also, the internet, 
social media or citizen 
journalism has influenced 
readers and viewers to accept 
what they “agreed” with, and 
have increasingly become a 
source of information.

Objectivity takes time to 
create, edit and fact-check 
before dissemination.  That 
kind of qualifying time and 
effort is thought of more and 
more today as avoidable delay.  

Committed journalists who 
pursued truth and 
transparency are at times 
punished for it – not just by 
authoritarian regimes, but by 
media institutions and bosses 
themselves.  Even beyond all 
infirmities and imperfections, 
the evidence-led journalism is 
afar.  The trust-deficit 
remains.

Objectivity is seeing the world as it is, not how you 
wish it was” 

– Prof. Michael Bugeja
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Faster, Higher, 
Stronger – Together

3 June is celebrated as 2International Olympic 
Day. It is a day of 

celebration of sport, health, 
and being together. In 2022, 
the theme for Olympic Day is 
Together, For a Peaceful World, 
and is accompanied by the 
social media hashtags #Move 
For Peace and #Olympic Day. 
The first ever Olympic Day was 
celebrated on 23 June 1948. 
The countries of Portugal, 
Greece, Austria, Canada, 
Venezuela, and Belgium, 
organized an Olympic day in 
their respective countries. The 
Olympics play an important part 
not only the sport life but also 
in the cultural life of the global 
community.

The Olympics play an 
important part not only the 
sport life but also in the 
cultural life of the global 
community. the Olympics 
involve nations from all over 
the world and they are the 
major sport events in every 
four years in the entire world. 
The name Olympic is being 
given due to the place 
Olympia in Greece from which 
it has been started. The 
ancient Olympic Games were 
put on a stop when the 
Romans conquered the Greek 
empire. Historically, the 
Olympics were internationally 

introduce themselves to sports 
which they may not have easy 
access to or are lesser popular 
in their region.

One must have noticed that 
the symbol of Olympic has 5 
rings with blue, yellow, black, 
green, and red are the color 
that comprises the Olympic 
symbol, which is being 
represented on a flag. These 
five rings constitute five 
continents. The blue ring 
represents Europe, the yellow 
ring represents Asia, the black 
ring represents Africa, the 
green ring represents Oceania, 
and the red ring represents 
America. At the national level, 
people can also unite in 
imagined community of fans 
supporting their national 
teams and sportspersons 
representing their countries on 
the Olympics.

The Olympics are the brand 
that always attracts many 
people from all over the world. 
For instance, the Olympics is 
one of the main sport events 
for professional sportspersons, 
who view the win on the 
Olympics as the major 
achievement in their 
professional sport career. There 
is no doubt that Olympic 
Games give athletes the 
opportunity to show off their 
strength and skills.

- Vinod C Dixit

significant event that 
unite people from all 
over the world. The 
Olympics are the 
major sport event that 
takes place every four years. 
The Olympics is the ultimate 
manifestation of the greatest 
achievements in the field of 
sport since every sportsperson 
participating in the Olympic 
Games. The 5th of September 
1972 is considered as a black 
day in the history of the 
Olympics. Many terrorists 
entered the arena and killed 
several athletes. These games 

were held in Munich, 
Germany.

It is said that Olympic Day is 
based on the three pillars viz. 
Move, Learn and  Discover.

“Move” refers to all sorts of 
physical activity for people of 
all ages and abilities. Olympic 
Day Run, individual and team 
sports are part of it. So move is 
an appeal to the mass to do 
physical activities and be active 

on Olympic Day. 
“Learn” refers to 
learn the lesson of 

humanity, education, 
HIV prevention, checking 

human trafficking, women 
empowerment, health 
awareness, environmental 
protection, peace building, 
local community development, 
friendship, and respect of all 
human beings. “Discover” is 
all about inviting and 
encouraging people to try new 
sports and activities that they 
have never done before. It is 
also an opportunity to 

Invisible Women, Invisible Problems 
une 23rd marks JInternational Widows’ 
Day – and the United 

Nations outlines just how 
fraught the life of a widow 
can be. To become a widow is 
to experience profound 
personal tragedy. For many 
women around the world, the 
devastating loss of a partner 
is magnified by a long-term 
fight for their basic rights and 
dignity. Despite the fact that 
there are more than 258 
million widows around the 
world, widows have 
historically been left unseen, 
unsupported, and 
unmeasured in our 
societies.The ordinary term 
for a widow in India is 
“vidhwa” which originates 
from the Sanskrit word 
“vidh” which means “to be 
destitute”. There are around 
55 million widows in India.It 
is well known that in India 
widows tend to face many 
difficulties and deprivations 
because of negative social 

attitudes towards them and 
social restrictions that are 
placed upon them and their 
activities. Indian family as a 
social institution is well 
known for the emotional and 
physical support that it 
providers, for its extended 
members, many a time but 
it fails to respond 
the needs of 
women, 
especially 
for women 
in difficult 
circumsta
nces e.g. 
for 
widows.  
The 
widows are 
the 
unacceptable 
face of India, many 
leading agencies including 
Central and Local 
Governments have failed 
them, Politicians with rare 
exceptions have ignored them 
and wider society continues 

to exploit them.
As widows move through 

their own experiences of grief, 
loss, or trauma after the death 
of a spouse, they may also 
face economic insecurity, 
discrimination, stigmatization, 
and harmful traditional 
practices on the basis of their 

marital status. It is 
observed that a widow 

from a relatively well-
up family may be 
subject to greater 
cruelty and abuse 
by her in-laws 
than a lower 
caste widow who 
free enough to 

work outside in 
the public space 

and to remarry.
It is well known that 

in India widows tend to 
face many difficulties and 
deprivations because of 
negative social attitudes 
towards them and social 
restrictions that are placed 
upon them and their activities. 

They are subject to patriarchal 
customs, religious laws and 
widespread discrimination in 
inheritance rights. Many suffer 
abuse and exploitation at the 
hands of family members, 
often in the context of 
property disputes.Many 
widows have flocked to the 
city of Vrindavan – a city that 
has become internationally 
recognised.

Many continue to hold 
myths and stigmas against 
widows. Sometimes, widows 
are believed to be witches who 
have dark supernatural 
powers. On other occasions, 
they are accused of having 
committed a grave sin in their 
previous birth for which they 
are punished with 
widowhood. A widow not 
only deals with the loss of her 
husband but also faces 
numerous physical and socio-
economical hardships that can 
cause psychological trauma. 
These women are susceptible 
to depression, anxiety, 

loneliness, helplessness, and 
loss of self worth and 
confidence.

Empowering widows to 
support themselves and their 
families also means 
addressing social stigmas that 
create exclusion, and 
discriminatory or harmful 
practices. The stigma 
surrounding widows endures 
today and ought to be 
addressed. It is undoubtedly 
good that governments, 
NGOs, and other entities are 
working to support widows – 
but there is a broad societal 
need, one no less than a 
moral and social imperative, 
to end the stigma 
surrounding widowhood.

- Vinod C Dixit
Writer and Columninst
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Aditya Roy Kapur to romance Kriti 
Sanon in Sanjay Leela Bhansali's next?

Deepika Padukone 
attends event in Spain 

ollywood star Deepika 
Padukone has been 
making waves across 
the globe. After 

representing India at Cannes 
2022, she has now reached 
Spain for the Cartier event. 
Several pictures from the event 
have been doing the rounds on 
the internet in which the 'Piku' 
star is seen standing next to 
Hollywood star Rami Malek and 
Egyptian actor Yasmine Sabri. 
Dressed in an ivory white gown, 
Deepika looks stunning. The 
gown has layers of frill on it. 
She tied her hair in a bun and 
wore a diamond necklace with 
a diamond. Speaking of her 
make-up, she opted for dewy 
touch.

Malek opted for a tuxedo, 
while Yasmine donned a red 
off-shoulder gown. Deepika's 
pictures with Rami Malek and 
Yasmine have left fans excited. 
"Oh My God! Our DP is 
slaying," a social media 
user commented." 
"Woaaaah. Deepika and 
Rami Malek together," 
another one wrote. 
Meanwhile, on the film 
front, Deepika will be seen 
sharing screen space with 
Shah Rukh Khan in 'Pathaan', 
which is all set to release on 
January 25, 2023. 'Pathaan' 
marks Deepika's fourth 

collaboration after 'Om Shanti 
Om', 'Chennai Express' and 
'Hapyy New Year'.She is also a 
part of 'Project K' -- featuring 
Prabhas and Amitabh 
Bachchan, and 'The Intern' 
Hindi remake. 

- ANI

ollywood actor 
Aditya Roy Kapoor 
will reportedly 
romance actor Kriti 

Sanon in director Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali's next film. As per 
reports, the project will be a 
romantic drama. Soon after 
the rumours of both actors 
working together 
went out, the 
actors' fans 
became excited 
and flooded 
social media 
with the 
posts 
regarding 
the duo's 
collaboratio
n. "Kriti 
Sanon and 
Aditya Roy 
Kapoor are 
finally starring 
in a film 
together?! God 
heard my 
prayers" a user 
tweeted.

"If the 
rumours 
about Aditya 
Roy Kapoor 

and Kriti Sanon in Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali's next are true I'm 
actually going to faint," 
another user wrote.

A fan commented, "Aditya 
Roy Kapur has that potential 
of being A MegaStar, this film 
Of SLB will prove that for 
sure!!! ".

Aditya and Kriti have earlier 
worked together 

in 'Aira 
Gaira' from 
the film 
'Kalank'. 
The official 
confirmatio

n about the 
film is 

awaited. 
Meanwhile, 

Aditya is currently 
promoting his 

forthcoming action 
thriller film 'OM: The 

Battle Within', which is 
slated to release on July 1, 

2022. The film also stars 
Sanjana Sanghi and Jackie 

Shroff in prominent 
roles and is the 

actor's first-ever 'in 
and as' film.

- ANI

BB

Luke, Nicole Combs 
blessed with baby boy

merican singer and 
songwriter Luke 
Combs and his wife 
Nicole Combs have 

welcomed their first child 
together, a baby boy, and fans 
pour wishes to the couple. The 
three-time Grammy Award 
nominee, on his Instagram 
account, shared this news with 
all his fans with an adorable 
family picture. "Welp he 
decided that Fathers Day 
would be a good time to show 
up. I couldn't agree more. Me 
and @nicolejcombs are over 
the moon in love with this 
little guy. Mama and baby are 
healthy and we're back home 
now with family. Life is good. 
Everyone welcome Tex 
Lawrence Combs to the 
world!" Luke Captioned.

- ANI

F

Amitabh Bachchan walks down memory 
lane, shares throwback pictures

egastar Amitabh 
Bachchan recently 
took a stroll down 
memory lane and 

shared an adorable picture with 
his son Abhishek Bachchan and 
daughter Shweta 
Bachchan Nanda. In 
the monochrome 
image, Big B is seen 
holding little 
Abhishek in his 
arms while Shweta 
is seen sitting on a 
scooter. The 'Piku' 
star juxtaposed the 
picture with their 
recent click.

The other photograph 
features Amitabh, Abhishek 
and Shweta smiling. "Ek din 
aise the .. phir aise ho gaye. 
(One day they looked like this... 
Now, they are like this)," Big B 
captioned the post. The collage 
also includes the words, "Every 
day is Father's Day".

"Time flies when you have 
fun in life..Love to all of you," 
an Instagram user wrote. 
"Adorable. May you all stay 
blessed," another one 
commented. Meanwhile, on 

the work front, 
Amitabh will be 
seen in Ayan 
Mukerji's 
Brahmastra, which 
also stars Alia 
Bhatt, Ranbir 
Kapoor and 
Nagarjuna. The film 
will release on 
September 9. He is 

also a part of Vikas Bahl's 
'Goodbye', in which he will 
play the role of Bhaskar 
Prajapati. Apart from Amitabh, 
the film also stars Rashmika 
Mandanna and Neena Gupta. 
He is also reuniting with 
Deepika Padukone for 'The 
Intern' remake and 'Project K'. 

- ANI

M

Singer KK's son Nakul mourns
his demise with emotional note

he untimely demise 
of singer 
Krishnakumar 
Kunnath, who's 

popularly known as KK, left 
everyone in shock. It's been 
over 20 
days since 
he passed 
away and 
it's still 
hard to 
digest that 
he is no 
more. On 
Tuesday, 
KK's son 
Nakul 
Krishna 
took to 
social 
media and 
penned an 
emotional 
note, 
talking 
about how 
it took him a while to come to 
terms with what happened.

“Took me a while to come 
to terms with what happened 

3 weeks ago. Even now the 
pain is physical, like I'm being 
choked, as though people are 
standing on my chest. I 
wanted to say something, 
share anything about my dad 

but I finally 
understood 
immobility in 
a state of 
shock. I 
finally 
comprehend 
true pain, 
I've only 
now realised 
the privilege 
you granted 
me, not the 
privilege of a 
comfortable 
life, I always 
knew I was 
blessed in 
that regard. 
The greatest 
privilege I 

ever had was the opportunity 
to witness you every day," he 
wrote. 

- ANI
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